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Honor Caird Marren

Front: Communications
Sent: Friday 3 July 2026 16:53
To: Marine

Subject: FW: ACP-323985-25 - Development at Rathpatrick (townland), County Kilkenny.
Attachments: 260703_Ltr_DrumdowneySID_LetterofNon-Determination_MMCLCF0 1 .pdf

Categories: Honor Case

From: Luke Cuddihy I HW Planning <LCuddihy@hwplanning.ie>
Sent: Friday 3 July 2026 16:22
To: Appeals2 <appeals@pleanala.ie>; Bard <bard@pleanala.ie>
Cc: Conor Frehill I HW Planning <cfrehill@hwplanning.ie>
Subject: ACP-323985-25 - Development at Rathpatrick (townland), County Kilkenny.

I Some people who received this message don't often get email from lcuddihv@hwplanning.ie. Learn why this is important

Caution: This is an External Email and may have malicious content. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments. When in doubt, contact the ICT Helpdesk.

Dear Sir/Madam,

We act on behalf of Drumdowney Solar Farm Limited, who are the Applicants for the above referenced development which is
currently subject of an application for development approval under s182A of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as
amended

We have been asked by the Applicant to submit the attached letter to An Coimisiun Pleanila for consideration following on
from receipt correspondence received regarding the decision date for the above application.

Kind Regards,
Luke

Kind Regards,

Luke Cuddihy
Planning Consultant

HW Planning
5 Joyce House
Barrack Square,
Ballincollig, Cork

hwplanninR.ie
+353 (0}21 487 3250

The content of this email may be confidential or legally privileged. If you are not the intended recipient you should delete this emaii and not read, disclose, distrIbute, copy.
use or reply upon the information contained therein. If you have received this correspondence in error, please notify HW Planning immediately. We are committed to
ensuring the security and protection of the personai information that we process in full accordance with our data management pojicy.
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Connecting people.
Connecting places.

hw planning

The Secretary
An Coimisi6n Pleandla
64 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1
DOI V902

3rd July 2026

Re: Application under section 182A of the Planning and Development Acts (as amended) by
Drumdowney Solar Farm Limited for the approval by An Coimisian Pleanila for a period of
10 years for development at Rathpatrick (townland), County Kilkenny. The proposed
development comprises 1) A 110kV Gas Insulated Switchgear (GIS) electricity substation
with two.storey GIS substation building, single.storey Independent Power Producer (IPP)
control room building, High Voltage (HV) electrical equipment and associated infrastructure
(to include transformer, lightning protection masts, back.up diesel generator, fire/blast wall,
telecoms pole, perimeter security fencing, security lighting, water and drainage
infrastructure, and temporary construction compound) to connect to and serve solar farm
development; 2) Associated lookin / loop out grid connection infrastructure to connect into
an existing 110kV overhead transmission line (including underground 110kV cabling, 2 No.
new interface towers and decommissioning of ca. 15m of existing 110kV overhead line); 3)
Construction and operational access from the public road L34142; 4) All ancillary site
development, landscaping and earthworks. The development subject to this application
forms part of grid connection and access arrangements which will facilitate the connection
of the proposed Drumdowney Solar Farm (Kilkenny County Council Reference 25/60391) to
the national grid. A Natura Impact Statement (NIS) has been prepared in respect of the
proposed development. The NIS includes consideration of the proposed Drumdowney Solar
Farm which is located in the townlands of Atateemore or Blackneys, Ballyhobuck,
Ballyrahan, Carriganurra, Charlestown, Davidstown, Drumdowney Lower, Drumdowney
Upper, Gorteens, Grogan, Kilmurry, Nicholastown, Rathpatrick, Scartnamoe, Tinvaucoosh
and Treanaree in County Kilkenny.
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Dear Sir/Madam,

We write on behalf of Drumdowney Solar Farm Limited, who are the Applicants for the above
referenced development which is currently the subject of an application for development approval
under s182A of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended.

We note the correspondence received from An Coimisian Pleanila, dated the I" July 2026, which
advises of the delay in determining this application beyond its original decision date of the 30th June
2026. We note also the commitment of An Coimisi6n to determine the application in advance of a new
target decision date of the 26th January 2027. It is respectfully requested by the Applicant, as suggested
by An Coimisiun in its correspondence, that every step is indeed taken to ensure a decision is made
before this date. The urgency in this matter is informed by the following considerations:

 As enshrined clearly in government policy, there is a critical need for decisive action to deliver
such projects to meet Ireland’s climate objectives which have a statutory basis under the Climate
Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 2021. It is clear that Ireland is set to fail
to achieve its 2030 climate and renewable targets1, having already failed to achieve its 2020
targets. Ireland’s position in relation to climate action and energy security is unstable, with the
latter point underlined very recently by intense price volatility, high import dependency, and

1 51 per cent carbon emISSIons reduCtIons target by 2030


